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The bottom third of each page is always devoted to ‘TOPICS’.  This is where you take your thinking and shape it. 

Rule a line two-thirds down the page and write the heading ‘TOPICS’.

For each seed in your writer’s notebook, you should create 4 or 5 ideas for writing.  

Give your ideas for topics ‘working titles’ and write beside it the text type you would use.

Different text types (genres) you could use:

	Writing to Entertain

narratives (fairy tales, fables, fiction, drama, fantasy, snapshots, myths…), poetry (limericks, free verse, haiku, song lyrics…), jokes

Writing to Inquire

surveys, questionnaires, interviews

Writing to Describe

reports, menus, glossaries, blurbs, descriptions, snapshots

Writing to Persuade

arguments, reviews, opinions, job applications, editorials, advertisements
	
	Writing to Recount
biographies, journal entries, retellings, reviews, autobiographies…

Writing to Socialise

invitations, apologies, messages, notes, personal letters, announcements

Writing to Explain

explanations, memos, reports, rules, policies, timetables

Writing to Instruct

directions, instructions, procedures (recipes experiments, how to…)


Check Miss Marg’s Writer’s Notebook for ways to complete the TOPICS section.

Formats for Presenting

What will your writing look like when you present it?  Here are some choices:

Magazine, letter, book, brochure, pamphlet, newspaper, chart, journal, slide show…

You need to think about this at the planning stage as it will affect how you do your draft.
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