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	companionship
	Words with a sh sound in them.

Some letter combinations that can make this sound are: sh, sch, ch, ci, ti

	machinery
	

	schedule
	

	suspicious
	

	appreciate
	

	essential
	

	ambition
	

	confidential
	


	plague
	Sound combination: gue

Tip:  All these words make the same sound at the end of the word except for one which is ________

	colleague
	

	tongue
	

	fatigue
	

	dialogue
	

	synagogue
	

	rogue
	

	
	


	opposite
	Double consonants (part 1)

	different
	

	applause
	

	necessary
	

	intelligent
	

	accidental
	

	occupation
	

	community
	


	possess
	Double consonants (part 2)

	immediate
	

	recommend
	

	announcement
	

	embarrass
	

	exaggerate
	

	parallel
	

	currently
	

	fruit
	Vowel combination: ui

Tip:  As a single vowel sound, ui can be pronounced different ways.  Eg. short i as in ‘guilty’, long oo as in ‘suit’, long i as in ‘guide’.

	ruined
	

	guide
	

	biscuit
	

	nuisance
	

	bruise
	

	guitar
	

	suitable
	


	flavour
	Sound combination: our

Tip: Most computer spellcheckers are set to American English.  Red lines will appear under words such as ‘colour’, ‘favourite’, ‘humour’ although these are correct in Australian English.

	favourite
	

	colourful
	

	harbour
	

	journal
	

	behaviour
	

	tournament
	

	humour
	


	sympathy
	Y

Tip: y can make either a short or long i sound.  

	oxygen
	

	rhyme
	

	typical
	

	physician
	

	pyjamas
	

	symmetrical 
	

	rhythm
	


	jewel
	Words with an oo sound in them as in ‘moo’.

Some letter combinations that can make this sound are: ew, oo, ue, u

	shampoo
	

	interview
	

	barbecue
	

	didgeridoo
	

	nephew
	

	impromptu
	

	newspaper
	


	honesty
	Silent letters - (part 1)

Highlight the letter that is silent

	exhibit
	

	business
	

	knowledge
	

	calm
	

	resign
	

	doubtful
	

	island
	


	briefly
	Vowel combination: ie

Where i is followed by e, the long eee sound is formed.  (Exceptions: ‘view’, ‘sieve’).  Note that ie is not used after c.

	grief
	

	fierce
	

	niece
	

	piece
	

	believe
	

	achieve
	

	relief
	


	angle
	Mathematical words

	cylinder
	

	diagonal
	

	symmetrical
	

	vertical
	

	triangular
	

	perimeter
	

	horizontal
	


	guarantee
	Sound combination: gu

Tip: The gu combination followed by a vowel can be pronounced with either a hard g or gw sound.  An exception is the ngue in tongue.

	distinguish
	

	guardian
	

	guineapig
	

	language
	

	extinguish
	

	tongue
	

	guess
	


	brackets
	Punctuation words

To punctuate means to add marks such as full stops, commas and capital letters to a sentence or a paragraph to make the meaning clearer.

	hyphen
	

	semicolon
	

	dialogue
	

	contraction
	

	possession
	

	exclamation
	

	apostrophe
	


	realise
	Magic e words (part 2)

Tip: the ‘magic e’ can make a vowel say its name instead of its sound

	suppose
	

	choose
	

	complete
	

	escape
	

	collide
	

	conclude
	

	assume
	


	scenery
	Sound combination: sc sounding like sssss

	ascended
	

	discern
	

	scenario
	

	descendant
	

	scientific
	

	scintillating
	

	effervescent
	


	gymnasium
	When ‘g’ makes a soft sound

Tip: G usually has a soft sound when it is followed by e, i or y.

	urgent
	

	gigantic
	

	advantage
	

	passenger
	

	fragile
	

	general
	

	genius
	


	judgement
	‘G’ or ‘J’?

Tip: G usually has a soft sound when it is followed by e, i or y.

	average
	

	rejoice
	

	challenge
	

	prejudice
	

	adjacent
	

	gentle
	

	justice
	


	receive
	Vowel combinations: ei
Tip:  ei is generally pronounced with a long a or e sound.  There are some exceptions like ‘leisure’ which is pronounced with a short e sound and ‘seismic’ which has a long i sound.

	ceiling
	

	leisure
	

	neighbour
	

	weight
	

	deceive
	

	seizure
	

	weird
	


	circle
	When ‘c’ makes a soft sound

Tip: The letter c followed by e, i or y is pronounced like the letter s.

	incident
	

	accessible
	

	licence
	

	exceeding
	

	cereal
	

	acceptance
	

	excellent
	


	vision
	zh - like a voiced sh sound.

In words where a vowel comes before a single ‘s’ which is followed by ‘u’ or ‘i’, the zh sound is often formed.  This is a voiced sh sound.

	usually
	

	explosion
	

	occasion
	

	invasion
	

	measure
	

	decision
	

	conclusion
	


	famous
	Suffix: -ous  (part 1)

Meaning: state or condition

Words that end in -ous are adjectives

Tip: if the base word ends in e, drop the e before adding -ous.  Eg. fame > famous (Exceptions: words ending in ce or ge)

Tip: if the base word ends in -our, drop the u before adding -ous.  Eg. humour > humorous

	dangerous
	

	humorous
	

	marvellous
	

	serious
	

	cautious
	

	anxious
	

	adventurous
	


	admission
	Suffix: -ion (part 2)

Meaning: act, process, state

Tip: Some verbs add -ion to make the noun. For some words ending in t, change t to ss before adding -ion.

	rejection
	

	exhibition
	

	digestion
	

	admission
	

	extension
	

	suspension
	

	revolution
	


	distance
	Suffix: -ance 

Meaning: state of being

Tip: If the adjective ends in -ant, the noun usually ends in -ance.



	balance
	

	assistance
	

	maintenance
	

	resistance
	

	surveillance
	

	reluctance
	

	reassurance
	


	desperation
	Suffix: -ion (part 1)

Meaning: act, process, state

Tip: Some verbs add -ion to make the noun.  If the verb ends in silent e, drop the e before adding -ion

	co-operation
	

	appreciation
	

	devastation
	

	association
	

	pollution
	

	separation
	

	education
	


	brilliant
	Suffix: -ant

Meaning: state of being  

Tip:  Most -ant words are adjectives (Eg. important) but some can be nouns (Eg. deodorant).  



	ignorant
	

	important
	

	tolerant
	

	hesitant
	

	redundant
	

	merchant
	

	deodorant
	


	absence
	Suffix: -ence

Meaning: state of being

Tip: If the adjective ends in -ent, the noun usually ends in -ence.  



	experience
	

	audience
	

	violence
	

	evidence
	

	conscience
	

	audience
	

	excellence
	


	breakfast
	Compound words

Compound words are made by joining two words together to make a new word with its own meaning.  Sometimes the pronunciation of the new word changes. Eg. cupboard, breakfast

	hamburger
	

	coastguard
	

	rainforest
	

	bubblegum
	

	greenhouse
	

	sunlight
	

	breakdance
	


	antiseptic
	Prefix: anti-

Meaning: against

	antibiotic
	

	anticlimax
	

	antisocial
	

	anticlockwise
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	urgent
	Suffix: -ent

Meaning: state of being  

Tip:  Most -ent words are adjectives (Eg. confident) but some can be nouns (Eg. incident).  ‘Current’ can be both!  Eg. Tom’s current teacher is Mr Low. (adjective)  The current of the river was very strong (noun)



	confident
	

	obedient
	

	consistent
	

	permanent
	

	sufficient
	

	efficient
	

	incident
	


	variety
	Suffix: -ty (and -ity)

Meaning: quality of, state of

Most words that end in -ty are nouns

	poverty
	

	speciality
	

	opportunity
	

	authority
	

	curiosity
	

	personality
	

	sincerity
	


	disease
	Prefix: dis-

Meaning: apart from, not



	disorganised
	

	disguise
	

	disappointment
	

	disappearance
	

	disbelief
	

	disturbance
	

	disgusting
	


	reliable
	Suffix: -able

Meaning: tending to, able to

Tip: If the base word ends in silent ​e, the e usually dropped before adding -able.  Eg. believe > believable.  (Some exceptions: noticeable, changeable, likeable, manageable) 

	capable
	

	adorable
	

	available
	

	comfortable
	

	miserable
	

	valuable
	

	enjoyable
	


	local
	Suffix: -al

Meaning: relating to, belonging to

Most words that end in -al are adjectives

	equal
	

	usual
	

	occasional
	

	identical
	

	medical
	

	exceptional
	

	eventual
	


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


