Training Session for Parent Helpers

Thank you for attending our ‘training’ session for parent helpers.
These are the items we’re going to address this session:
· What you’ll be doing?

· How you can best help the students and the teachers?

· What do you do if the students are off task or not making ‘good choices’?

· Confidentiality

· Working With Children Check

Junior classrooms are a hive of activity – especially in our modern world where teaching practise is more focussed than ever before on meeting individual needs.  When you stand at the door of a classroom in the middle of a literacy or a maths or a discovery session, you’ll see a variety of activities taking place.  Some students will be working by themselves, some in small groups, some in a small group with the attention of the teacher and sometimes (often at the end and the beginning of lessons) all the class will be together.  Some children will be writing, drawing, making, some will be reading, some on computers or using ipads and some using all sort of materials from toys to counters to kits to calculators.  
To make sure that learning is happening in our busy rooms, teachers need students to be ‘on task’ and to ‘make good choices’ and we do a lot of talking and setting up classroom rules and procedures to get this happening.  Of course, you can see where an extra pair of adult hands, eyes and ears would help!

· What you’ll be doing?

When parents help in our classroom these mainly, are the things they will be asked to do:

Working with small groups of students on tasks that don’t require direct teaching but may require an adult hand.
Working as a ‘roamer’ – patrolling the room and keeping everyone on task while the teacher is focussing on a small group 

Helping students change bookfolders

Helping students with their writing. – this takes a bit of skill to work out when to write the word for the child, ask them what it starts with, show them the word somewhere in the room so they can copy, or say the word really slowly so the child can get all the sounds down.
· How you can best help the students and the teachers?

You can best help the students and teachers by:

always being positive and businesslike.  You’re here to work and so are the kids!
committing to a time so we can rely on you

helping students do things for themselves (instead of doing it for them!)

being ready to laugh – the little kids are funny and entertaining and you should enjoy your time with us!

· What do you do if the students are off task or not making ‘good choices’?

Some strategies
Prevention – having things well prepared, keeping things moving and not making kids wait doesn’t give kids time to get distracted or look for mischief! 

Praise – Tell 3 kids what they’re doing right before speaking to anyone making a wrong choice.  This often has the effect of redirecting someone because they want the praise too.  Be frequent with your praise and let the kids know why you’re pleased. 
 ‘I like the way you sat down straight away’. 
 ‘You did a great job of taking turns’

Redirecting – giving a child a job, moving them away from a situation can often be enough to get kids back on track again
Firmly stating rules – reminds students what they’re expected to do.  ‘We keep our hands and feet to ourselves.’ ‘We never run in the classroom’

Discipline in the classroom is the teacher’s problem, not yours – especially if you’ve got someone stopping other kids from learning and always if there is physical harm involved.  Don’t ever be afraid to send a child to a teacher!
· Confidentiality

This is a biggie.  The most important gift the children and their families give us is their trust.  Little kids will talk about everything and anything.  In fact it’s often quite entertaining to hear their stories and opinions.  However that very innocence means they have very little filter on what they say, so to protect their own and their family’s confidentiality, the adults working with children almost need a ‘what’s said in the classroom, stays in the classroom’ approach.  Of course, if something said concerned you, please see the classroom teacher or principal immediately.  

We also respect students by keeping their academic and social progress confidential.  Each family has the right to expect that their child’s progress, or lack of progress, or their social difficulties, or their special needs are not shared around the parent community.  So we ask that you don’t discuss with other parents or community members how children are progressing, or how they compare to each other, or any behavioural difficulties.  Certainly, if you have concerns, make these known to the teachers or principal.

· Working With Children Check

All adults working with children need one.  It’s reassuring for everyone to know that our children are protected from persons who might endanger our children, so only adults who have a Working with Children check are permitted to work in the school.   As part of our registration, all teachers undergo a regular police check.  For your Working With Children check you need to get the form from the post office, fill it in and send it off.  When it comes back, Anne in the office will need a copy for our school records.
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