January 26 - Australia Day

In 1788, the First Fleet landed at Sydney Cove.  On board were 250 officers and marines, 30 wives and 12 children of officers, 568 male convicts, 192 female convicts and 13 children of convicts.

January 27 - Mozart

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, one of the world’s greatest musicians, was born in Austria in 1756.  He was only five years old when he began his career as a composer.

January 28 - First Shark Attack

In 1906 a shark took a 33-year-old man in the Georges River, Sydney.  It was the first recorded shark attack in Australian waters.

January 29 - Fifteen Millionth

In 1982 Sally Hodgson, the fifteen-millionth Australian, was born.  She was presented with a plaque to commemorate the occasion.

January 31 - Canberra Design

In 1912 the contest to find a design for the layout of the city of Canberra closed.  Out of 126 entries received, architect Walter Burley Griffin was the winner.

February 1 - My Country

Dorothea Mackellar’s famous poem “My Country” was published in the “Victorian School Paper” in 1924.

February 5 - Welcome Stranger

In 1869 the word’s largest pure gold nugget was found at Moliagul, in Victoria, by Richard Oates and John Deason.  It was christened the “Welcome Stranger” ad was about 52cm long, 25cm thick, and weighed 78 381gm.  The prospectors sold it for 9534 pounds, but you can see a model of the nugget in the National Museum, Melbourne.

February 6 - Australian Constitution

A meeting was held in Melbourne in 1980 to begin writing the Australian Constitution.  A constitution is a document that sets out a system of values and principles by which a country is governed.

February 7 - Russell Drysdale

Artist Russell Drysdale was born in 1912. He came to Australia from England when he was a child and held his first exhibition of paintings in Sydney in 1942.  Some people think that he was our greatest outback artist.

February 8 - Douglas Mawson

In 1913 Antarctic explorer Sir Douglas Mawson returned to base alone and near death after his team mates Ninnis and Mertz died in the treacherous conditions.  Mawson had organised the 1911 - 1914 Australasian Antarctic Expedition to establish bases and conduct scientific work.  Today people are discovering that Antarctica is not a frozen wasteland.  Tourists visit on cruise ships and many nations have research stations there.  Scientists believe that there are large deposits of oil and valuable minerals under the ice and some people would like to harvest the krill, seals and whales.

February 9 - Duncan Ball

Author Duncan Ball was born in 1941.  He is best known for his funny stories about Selby, the only talking dog in Australia.  The stories were apparently dictated to him by Selby himself.

February 10 - Burke and Wills

Explorers Burke and Wills, along with 18 other men and 25 camels, reached the Gulf of Carpentaria in 1861.  They had set out from Melbourne in August the previous year.  On the return journey they ran out of food supplies.  Aborigines found them in the  Simpson Desert and offered them food, but Burke sent them away.  The whole expedition starved to death except for John King, who ate the food the Aborigines brought and lived with them until a rescue party arrived.

February 11 - Crocodile Attack

In 1986 31 year old Catherine McQuarrie was taken by a crocodile as she tried to swim back to her stranded trawler in the Staten River in north Queensland.

February 12 - Mixed Diving

In 1930, Australia’s female diving champion Gretta Mott won the first (and only) mixed diving championship at Hobart, in Tasmania, beating Harry Gates and Edna Hurd.

February 14 - Decimal Currency

In 1966 Australia made the official change to decimal currency.  Before this, Australian currency was in pounds, shillings and pence.

February 17 - Banjo Patterson

Famous Australian poet A B (“Banjo”) Paterson was born at Narrambla, near Orange NSW, in 1964.  He wrote “The Man From Snowy River”, “Mulga Bill’s Bicycle”, the words for “Waltzing Matilda”  and “The Man from Ironbark”

February 19 - Darwin Bombing

In 1942 Japanese warplanes bombed Darwin.  243 people were killed, 21 ships sunk and 23 aircraft destroyed.  Darwin was bombed another 53 times during the war.

February 20 - Bushfires

In 1980 terrible bushfires raged through Adelaide hills, South Australia.  Twenty homes were destroyed.

February 21 - Ron Clarke

Famous Australian runner Ron Clarke was born in 1937.  he broke 25 Australian records and 17 world records. In 1956 he carried the torch which lit the flame at the Melbourne Olympics.

February 22 - Norman Lindsay

Norman Lindsay was born in 1879.  He was famous artist as well as an author.  

February 23 - Sir William McMahon

Former Prime Minister of Australia, Sir William McMahon, was born in 1908.

February 24 - Gothenburg Shipwreck

In 1875 the steamer “Gothenburg” struck the Great Barrier Reef on its way from Darwin to Adelaide.  Then engines were put in reverse to try to get the steamer off the reef, but she was stuck fast.  Later that night she did move, but a gust of wind then pushed her sideways onto the reef, making a hole in the  hull.  Only one lifeboat was safely launched, and out of the 129 people on board the steamer, 102 either drowned or were taken by sharks.

February 25 - Explorer Eyre

Explorer Edward John Eyre set off from Adelaide to walk around the Great Australian Bight to Albany.  He didn’t get there until July!  The year was 1841 and Eyre was 25 years old.

February 26 - Frederick McCubbin

Famous artist Frederick McCubbin’s birthday.  he was born in 1855 and was a member of the nationalistic Heidelberg School of painting.

March 2 - Largest Easter Egg

The world’s largest Easter egg was made in Melbourne in 1978.  It was 3.11 metres tall.

March 3 - Star of Courage

In 1986 eleven year old Alfred Collins was awarded the Star of Courage.  When he was nine years old Alfred saved his father who was being attacked by a wild pig.

March  4 - Cyclone Mahina

In 1899 Cyclone Mahina struck Princess Charlotte Bay and Bathurst Bay in Northern Queensland.  A tidal wave about fifteen metres high swept over the shore and five kilometres inland.  Over 400 people were killed and 100 ships wrecked.

March 5 - First Newspaper

In 1803 Australia’s first newspaper “The Sydney Gazette and NSW Advertiser” was printed.  It contained official reports and announcements as well as regular news, sport and even a lost and found column.  it cost only one shilling (about ten cents), but it had to be printed on whatever paper was available.

March 6 - Michelangelo

In 1475 sculptor and artist Michelangelo was born in Capese, Italy.  He is famous  for painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.  His grand painting tells the Old Testament story from Genesis to the Deluge.

March 9 - Tom Roberts

Artist Tom Roberts was born in 1856.  Some people call him the “father of Australian landscape painting” because his paintings captured the colour and light of the Australian landscape.

March 10 - Earthquake

In 1973 an earthquake which registered 5.5 on the Richter scale shook Sydney.

March 11 - Prime Minister Hawke

In 1983 Bob Hawke was elected Prime Minister of Australia.  He became the longest serving Labor prime minister in Australian history.

March 12 - Assassination Attempt

The Duke of Edinburgh survived an assassination attempt while a guest at a gala picnic day at Sydney’s Clontarf Beach in 1868.  The bullet was deflected when it hit the Duke’s braces.

March 13 - Uluru

In 1985 the Federal Government signed an agreement with the Multijulu Aboriginal tribe.  The tribe would be paid $100 000 a year for the rental of Uluru (Ayers Rock) for 99 years.

March 14 - Flag Competition

In 1986, 25 000 entries were received for a competition to design a new Australian flag.  Wayne Stokes won $58 000 for his design, but it was not accepted by the government.

March 15 - Cricket

In 1877 Australia played England in the first cricket test match and won by 45 runs.  In 1977 Australia won the “Centenary Test” - also by 45 runs.

March 16 - Garbage Collection

In 1977 the first championship for collecting garbage was held.  The winning team was from Sydney Council.

March 18 - Dick Smith

Electronics whiz, publisher and explorer Dick Smith was born in Sydney in 1944.

March 19 - Sydney Harbour Bridge

Sydney Harbour Bridge was officially opened in 1932.  It took nine years to build and cost $19 million.

March 21 - World Forestry Day

March 22 - Marcel Marceau

Marcel Marceau was born in 1923.  He is a French actor who performs in mime.

March 23 - Matilda the Kangaroo

In 1981 Australia’s mascot for the 1982 Commonwealth games was unveiled.  It was a three storey tall kangaroo called Matilda.

March 24 - Longest Sandcastle

The longest sandcastle ever made was built in 1988.  It was 8.37km long and was made by students and their teachers at a school in Scotland.

March 26 - $100 note

The $100 note, featuring Antarctic explorer Douglas Mawson and astronomer Jon Tebbutt, was first issued in 1984.
March 28 - First Children’s Book

In 1658 Jan Amos Komensky’s “Visible World of Pictures” was the first book published just for children.  He thought young children would remember words better if they had a picture.  Czech children will bring flowers and gifts to their teachers on this day to celebrate his birthday in 1592.

March 29 - Niagara Falls

On this day in 1848 Niagara Falls ran dry.  Niagara Falls is a famous waterfall in America that usually roars with 155 million litres of water every minute.  At first, the people thought it was fun to walk on the river bed without getting wet.  But they soon started to worry about what had caused.  That night they discovered that a huge ice jam had formed and blocked the river completely.

March 30 - Vincent Van Gogh

Dutch artist, Vincent Van Gogh, was born in 1853.  Today his paintings sell for millions of dollars each, but he sold only one painting when he was alive.  Many people like his paintings because he used bright colours and strong brush strokes.

March 31 - First Woman Jockey

In 1979 27 year old jockey Linda Jones became the first woman to compete with male jockeys.

April 2 - International Children’s Book Day

April 2 was chosen for this special day because it is also Hans Christian Andersen’s birthday.  He was born in Odense, Denmark in 1805.  Each year a different country is chosen to design a poster and bookmark to celebrate International Children’s Book Day.

April 5 - Phar Lap

The legendary horse Phar Lap died in his trainer’s arms in 1932.  phar Lap won 37 races, including the Melbourne Cup in 1930.  His body has been preserved and stands in a glass case in the Melbourne Museum.  His heart has also been preserved and is kept at the Institute of Anatomy in Canberra.

April 6 - First Modern Olympics

In 1896 the first modern Olympic games began in Athens.  Australia had only one entrant, Edwin Flack, but he won two gold medals.

April 7 - World Health Day

This day commemorates the establishment of the World Health Organisation, which tries to help people all over the world to be healthier.

April 8 - Dan Morgan

In 1865 bushranger Dan Morgan was shot dead.  Ever since that day people have reported seeing his headless body roaming near his hideout in the Hanging Rock area of Victoria.

April 9 - Sir Robert Helpmann

Famous Australian dancer, actor, producer and choreographer Sir Robert Helpmann was born in 1909.  He was chosen as Australian of the Year in 1965.
April 10 - Arbor Day

The very first Arbor Day was held in Nebraska, USA in 1872.  The people of Nebraska organised a mass tree planting to protect the environment from wind and water erosion.  Arbor Day is now celebrated on different days in different countries.

April 11 - Halley’s Comet

Halley’s Comet passed close to Earth in 1986.  Halley’s Comet is named after the English scientist who first observed it in 1682.

April 12 - First Man in Space

In 1961 Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagrin became the first person in space.  his rocket “Vostok I” orbited Earth once.  The flight took 1 hour and 48 minutes.

April 13 - Bunyip Sighting

In 1872 a newspaper reported that settlers had seen a bunyip swimming in the lagoon at Wagga Wagga:  “It is half as long again as a retriever dog.  The hair all over its body was jet black and shining and very long, say five inches.  There was too much hair to see its eyes.  The ears were well developed.”

April 14 - Titanic shipwreck

on April 14/15, in 1912 a passenger liner named the “Titanic” was on its very first voyage when it struck an iceberg and sank.  1513 lives were lost.

April 15 - Leonardo da Vinci

Leonardo da Vinci was born in 1452.  He was a brilliant Italian painter and scientist who filled whole books with sketches of inventions - including a helicopter.  You would need to be clever to read is notebooks though.  They are handwritten backwards.  His most famous painting is the Mona Lisa.

April 17 - Lunar Probe

The lunar probe vehicle Surveyor II, landed on the Moon in 1967.  Its digging apparatus told NASA what the Moon’s surface was like.

April 19 - Advance Australia Fair

In 1984 “Advance Australia Fair” was proclaimed our national song.  Some people thought that “God Save the Queen” should have been kept as the national song.  Others wanted “Waltzing Matilda”.  

April 20 - Betty Cuthbert

Olympic athlete Betty Cuthbert was born in 1938.  She won three gold medals at the 1956 Melbourne Olympics.  In 1981 she learnt that she had multiple sclerosis.

April 22 - Sidney Nolan

Artist Sidney Nolan was born in 1917.  He created a famous series of paintings about the life of bushranger Ned Kelly.

April 24 - Margaret Wild

Margaret Wild’s birthday

April 25 ANZAC Day

In 1915 Australian and New Zealand troops landed at Gallipoli, in Turkey.  The troops endured the rough conditions and continual shellfire for eight months with ten thousand lives lost, only to discover later that they had landed at the wrong place.  On ANZAC day we remember that bravery of all people killed in wars and give thanks for peace.

April 26 - The Man From Snowy River

The famous poem “The Man From Snowy River” by Banjo Paterson was first published in 1890.

April 27 - Charles Kingsford Smith

Pilot Charles Kingsford Smith took off from Darwin aboard the Southern Cross in 1931.  The plane was carrying 25 mailbags on the very first airmail service to the United Kingdom.

April 29 - the Zipper

The patent for the zipper was granted in America in 1913.  The fasteners got their name because of the sound they made.

April 30 - Nadia Wheatley

Nadia Wheatley’s birthday

May 3 - New Zealand Independence

In 1841 New Zealand was proclaimed a colony independent from NSW.  

May 4 - Invisible Ink

Invisible ink was used in official documents for the first time in 1776 during the American Revolution.  The Americans were worried that they would be captured and interrogated by the British, so they wrote their instructions in invisible ink.

May 5 - Children’s Holiday

The Republic of South Korea has a special holiday just for children.  It is called Urini Nal and it is the children’s reward for being good the rest of the year.  Schools close and families go on fun outings.

May 6 - First Stamp

The world’s first postage stamp was issued in England in 1840.  It was called the Penny Black.

May 7 - Coat of Arms

Edward VII granted Australia our first coat of arms in 1908.  It was replaced in 1912 with the coat of arms we still use today.

May 9 - James M. Barrie

English author James M Barrie was born in 1860.  He wrote “Peter Pan”  It is set in Never Never Land, a place where no one every grows up.

May 10 Mother’s Day

The first official Mother’s Day was held in the USA in 1913.

May 11 - Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson

Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson set out to cross the Blue Mountains in 1813.

May 12 - First Law Graduate

Ada Evans became the first woman law graduate in 1902.

May 13 - First Fleet Departure

In 1787 the First Fleet left Portsmouth, England.  The eleven ships carried approximately 1487 people.  The convicts on board had been specially selected for their skills to help establish the new colony.

May 14 - Midnight Sun

From May 14 until July 30 the sun never goes below the horizon at North Cape in Norway.  It is called the Midnight Sun because the sun shines 24 hours a day.

May 15 - Flying Doctors

The Royal Flying Doctor Service was founded by Reverend John Flynn in 1928.

May 16 - Academy Awards

The first Academy Awards were given in 1929 for the best movies made in the last year.

May 16 - World Telecommunications Day

May 18 - International Museum Day

May 19 - Simpson’s Death

In 1915 John Simpson Kirkpatrick was killed by shrapnel at Gallipoli while he and his donkey, Duffy, were carrying wounded soldiers away from the front line.

May 20 - First Comic Book

Australia’s first comic book was published in 1934.  it was about a character called Fatty Finn.

May 21 - Tidal Wave

A tidal wave washed over the east coast of Australia in 1960.  The one-metre high tidal wave was caused by an earthquake in Chile.

May 22 Discovery of Kangaroo Island

In 1802 Matthew Flinders discovered Kangaroo island off the coast of South Australia.

May 23 - Birth of Buddha

The birth of Buddha is celebrated on this day by Chinese and Vietnamese Buddhists. Buddhists believe in following eight rules.  The rules are: right views; right intention; right speech; right action; right livelihood; right effort; right mindfulness; and right concentration.

May 24 - Solo Woman Flier

Amy Johnson arrived in Darwin in 1930.  She was the first woman to fly solo from England to Australia.

May 25 - Bushranger Captain Thunderbolt

Bushranger Captain Thunderbolt, who was especially keen on stealing good racehorses, died in 1870.  When he refused to surrender after a robbery, he and his horse were shot dead by Constable Walker, near Armidale in New South Wales.

May 26 - Dean Lukin

Dean Lukin was born in 1960.  he became Australia’s first weight-lifting gold medalist when he won gold at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics.

May 27 - Full Rights for Aboriginals

A referendum in 1967 voted to give Aboriginal Australians full citizenship rights and equality.  Before this, Aboriginal Australians were not allowed to be Australian citizens and they were subject to very strict and unfair laws and controls.

May 29 - First Bells

In 1807 the first church bells to be heard in Australia rang out from St. Phillips Church in Sydney.

May 30 - Vegemite

Vegemite was invented in 1923.  A competition was run, with prize money of $100 for the name “vegemite”.  The manufacturers say that today Vegemite is found in 90% of Australian homes.

May 31 - Avalanche

In 1970 an estimated 18 000 people were killed in the Santa Valley in the Peruvian Andes.  An avalanche travelled 17km down the mountain in just 15 minutes.

June 3 - Mzuri

Mzuri weighed 2.27kg when he was born at the Melbourne zoo in 1984.  He was the first gorilla to be born in an Australian zoo.

June 4 - Goanna Trade Mark

In 1916 the “Goanna” trademark was registered fro a bush ointment.  The makers of the ointment claimed it could cure all things.

June 5 - World Environment Day

This special day was first announced in 1972, when a conference was held in Sweden.  it’s a day when we can all show our concern for the preservation and enhancement of the environment.

June 6 - Venus

The planet Venus is due to come between the Earth and the Sun on this day in 2012.  Captain Cook was in Tahiti to study the transit of Venus on his way to Australia in 1769.

June 7 - Butter Rationing

In 1943 butter rationing was introduced during World War II.  Each person was allowed to buy only 0.23kg of butter per week.

June 8 - Bounty Day

This day celebrates the memory of the 200 settlers who arrived on Norfolk Island in 1856.  They were descendants of the survivors of the mutiny on the Bounty

June 9 - Charles Kingsford Smith

Charles Kingsford Smith was the first person to cross the Pacific Ocean by aeroplane when he arrived in Brisbane in 1928.  He left California on May 31 and flew via Honolulu and Fiji in his plane called the Southern Cross.

June 10 - Maurice Sendak

American author and illustrator Maurice Sendak was born in 1928.  He wrote “Where the Wild Things Are”.

June 11 - Beatles

The Beatles arrived to begin their Australian tour in 1964.  “Molly” Meldrum was ejected from one of the Melbourne concerts for screaming too loudly.

June 12 - Anne Frank

Anne Frank was born in Germany in 1929.  

June 13 - Slim Dusty

Slim Dusty was born in 1927.  By the time he was eleven years old he had written his first song.  He went on to become the most famous country and western singer in Australia.

June 14 - Grant Kenny

Iron man Grant Kenny, was born in 1963.  He was the first person to win both the junior and senior iron man events in Australia.

June 15 - Sir Thomas Mitchell

Sir Thomas Mitchell was born in 1792.  In 1828 he became Surveyor General of the colony of New South Wales.  He encouraged the retention of many Aboriginal placenames.

June 16 - Bull in a China Shop

In 1988 Grant Burnett was curious to find out what would happen if a bull really were let loose in a china shop.  He borrowed Colonel, a 900kg Hereford bull, and let him loose for three hours in his own china shop in New Zealand.  And Colonel didn’t break anything.

June 17 - Henry Lawson

One of Australia’s most famous writers Henry Lawson, was born on the goldfields of NSW in 1867.  He wrote stories and poems about pioneer life in Australia.

June 18 - First Woman in Space

In 1963 Valentino Vladimirovna Tereshkova was orbiting Earth on board “Vostok 6”.  She was the first woman in space.  her flight lasted 2 days 22 hours and 50 minutes and she orbited Earth 48 times.  At one stage she passed within 4.8km of “Vostok 5”.

June 19 - Schoolboy Visits Russia

In 1986 Eamon Burke, an eleven year old schoolboy from Australia, was guest of the Soviet Union.  He was invited after writing a letter to the Soviet president, Mikhail Gorbachev, about his concerns for world peace.

June 20 - Total Eclipse

A total eclipse of the Sun occurred in 1974.

June 21 - Nuclear Pact

In 1973 President Nixon and Leonid Brezhnev signed a pact to end the nuclear arms race between America and Russia.

June 22 - Centrepoint Tower

On this day in 1986 Maurice Angania climbed the 1370 steps of the Centrepoint Tower in Sydney, in a record 7 minutes and 29 seconds.

June 23 - First Telegraph

In 1872 the first messages were sent by overland telegraph in Australia.  The line stretched from Port Augusta to Darwin.

June 24 - Stranded Whales

In 1985 about a dozen false killer whales were stranded near Crowdy Head, NSW.  Some of the whales died, but rescuers managed to get others back out to sea.  Scientists are not sure why whales sometimes swim onto a beach.

June 25 - John Clark

Architect John Clark died in 1915.  He submitted his first drawings to the Victorian Department of Public Works when he was thirteen years old and he was employed on full adult wages.  One of his buildings is the Melbourne Treasury building.

June 26 - Pied Piper

According to a German legend, on this day in 1284, the Pied Piper of Hamelin agreed to charm all the rats out of town for a fee of 1000 guilders.  When the fee was not paid he took his revenge by luring all the villagers; children to a mountain.  They were never seen again.

June 27- -BMX Motocross

In 1986 the first BMX motocross was held indoors. Twelve hundred tonnes of soil had to be brought into the Sydney Entertainment Centre.  It cost $50 000 to set up.

June 28- Oldest Bridge

The oldest bridge on the Australian mainland is the Lennox Bridge over Lapstone Creek, near Bathurst in NSW.  It was built by David Lennox and was completed on this day in 1833.

June 29 - Mike Willesee

Television current affairs compere Mike Willesee was born in 1942.

June 30 - Meteor Lands

In 1908 a huge meteor landed in Siberia.  People as far as 750km away saw it crashing to Earth in broad daylight.

July 1 - NT Self Government

The Northern Territory was granted self government in 1978 and its new flag was flown for the first time.  The flag, featuring the stars of the Southern Cross, Sturt’s desert rose, and the traditional colours of the Northern Territory, was designed by Robert Ingpen.  

July 3 - Small Town Electricity

In 1986 the small town of Booligal in NSW had electricity connected for the first time.

July 4 - American Independence Day

In 1776 King George III of England wrote in his diary, “ Nothing of importance happened today.”  He had no way of knowing what was happening in America.

July 6 - First Auto Telephone Exchange

The first Australian automatic telephone exchange for public use opened in Geelong, Victoria in 1912. It was very different to the mobile phones of today.

July 7 - Max Dann

Author Max Dann was born in 1955.  Would you like to spend “One Night at Lottie’s House” with the demons, ghosts and monsters?

July 8 - Percy Grainger

Famous Australian musician and composer Percy Grainger was born in 1882.  he gave his first concert when he was ten years old.  When he was thirteen he studied music at the conservatorium in Frankfurt.  One of his most famous compositions is “Country Gardens”.

July 10 - Royal Australian Navy

The Royal Australian Navy was formed in 1911.  In 1986 a special stamp was issued by Australia Post to celebrate the Navy’s 75th anniversary.

July 11 - Gough Whitlam

Gough Whitlam was born in 1916.  He was Prime Minister of Australia from 1972 - 1975.

July 12 - Skylab

After six years in orbit, the 77.5 tonne space laboratory “Skylab” crashed to Earth in Western Australia in 1979.  Debris was scattered north-east of Kalgoorlie.  NASA experts had predicted it would splash down in the Atlantic Ocean. 

July 13 - Live Aid

The Live Aid concert, in which 170 countries participated to raise money for drought relief i Africa, was held in 1985.  Bob Geldof had arranged fro fourteen satellites to feed the concerts to 500 million television sets around the world.  Ian Meldrum compered the 16 hour broadcast in Australia and Australians donated $2.5 million.

July 14 - Coldest Temperature

In Charlotte Pass, NSW, a temperature of -22.2ºC was recorded in 1945.  It is the coldest temperature ever recorded in Australia.

July 15 - Rembrandt

Dutch artist Rembrandt was born in 1606.  Rembrandt’s very first portrait was a self portrait.

July 16 - Home Built Aircraft

In 1910 John Duigan made the first flight in an Australian home built powered aircraft.  The plane was based on Wrights’ “Flyer”.  It flew 7.30 metres.

July 17 - First Savings Bank

Australia’s first savings bank opened for business on this day in 1819.  It was called the Savings Bank of NSW.

July 18 - First Aids Death

The first Australian to die of AIDS died in 1983.

July 19 - Matthew Flinders

Matthew Flinders died in 1814.  He was the first person to circumnavigate and map Australia’s coastline.  His maps were the most accurate and detailed to that date.  In his book “Voyage to Terra Australia” he suggested the continent be named “Australia” instead of “New Holland”.  But the name was not adopted until 1817.

July 20 - Man on the Moon

Americans Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin went for a walk on the Moon in 1969.  As Armstrong stepped away from the lunar module he said, “That’s one small step for man, a giant leap for mankind.”

July 21 - Convict Mary

Thirteen year old Mary Haddock was sentenced to transportation to Australia as a convict in 1790.  Her crime was to ride a neighbour’s horse without asking.

July 22 - UFO

In 1983 a Melbourne police car spent six hours trying to catch a mysterious object that kept flying away.  The police officers described the object as a cross between a Harrier jump jet and a helicopter.

July 24 - Victoria Cross

In 1900 Neville Howse became the first Australian to receive the Victoria Cross medal.  He had rescued a friend during the Boer War.  The Victoria Cross is an award for bravery and was first awarded by Queen Victoria in 1867.

July 25 - Snow in Melbourne

It snowed in Melbourne in 1986.  

July 26 - “Waratah” Mystery
The Australian liner “Waratah” left Durban, heading for England, in 1909.  She mysteriously disappeared and no traces have ever been found.

July 27 - Heaviest Dog

The heaviest dog in Australia was born in 1938.  He is Snobul Silver Beau, a St. Bernard who now weighs 114 kilograms.

July 28 - Sydney Harbour Bridge

Construction started on the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1923, although it took another nine years to finish.  It weighs 52 732 tonnes and is Australia’s widest bridge.

July 29 - Red Back on the Toilet Seat

Country music singer Slim Newton released a hit song in 1972.  it was called “The Red back on the Toilet Seat”.

July 30 - Gondwanaland

One hundred million years ago Australia was part of Gondwanaland.  Gondwanaland was the southern super continent made up of Australia, New Zealand, Antarctica, South America, India and Africa.

July 31 - Ride on the Moon

Astronauts David Scott and James Irwin became the first people to ride on the Moon on this day in 1971.  They rode around the Moon in their lunar roving vehicle.

August 1 - Horses’ Birthday

All the horses in the Southern Hemisphere celebrate their birthday on this day.

August 2 - Australian Inventors Association

In 1959 the first official meeting to The Australian Inventors Association was held in Sydney.

August 4 - Reg Grundy

Television producer Reg Grundy was born in 1924.  The Grundy Organisation produces shows such as “Sale of the Century” and “The Wheel of Fortune”.

August 5 - Advance Australia

In 1979 the “Advance Australia” advertising campaign was launched.

August 6 - Hiroshima Bombing

In 1945 the Americans dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima.  About 78 000 people were found dead after the bomb - more died later.  In Hiroshima, a monument to peace now stands at the site of the epicentre of the blast.

August 7 - Linda McGill

Linda McGill became the first Australian woman to swim the English Channel, in 1965.  It took her 11 hours and 12 minutes.

August 8 - Albert Namatjira

Albert Namatjira, the famous Australian landscape artist, died in 1959.  His paintings expressed the colours and moods o the outback.  When the National Gallery bought one of his paintings in 1939, it was the first painting by an Aboriginal artist that they had bought.

August 9 - Boa in the Toilet

In 1987 a woman living in Canada got quite a shock. She found a 1.8m boa constrictor staring up at her from the toilet in her apartment.

August 10 - First Lottery

The first lottery in New South Wales was drawn in 1931.

August 11 - Reverse Cycling

In 1985 Alan Pierce of Queensland cycled 100.09km in reverse.  It took him 4 hours 5 minutes 1 second.  It was an ordinary bicycle, but with no brakes.  He sat on the handlebars the whole way.

August 12 - Lost Children

In 1864 three children were lost in the bush in western Victoria.  They were nine year old Isaac, seven year old Jane and four year old Frank.  An Aboriginal tracker led a search party, but they didn’t find the children until nine days later.  They had survived by eating bush fruit.  

August 13 - Alfred Hitchcock

Alfred Hitchcock was born in 1899.  Hitchcock made scary mystery movies in England and America.  His movies are considered classics and people still watch them today.

August 14 - Ted Prior

Ted Prior was born in Sydney in 1945.  He wrote a series of books about a hairy creature called Grug.  

August 15 - Left Hand Driving

In 1820 a new rule for horse drawn vehicles was introduced in New South Wales.  From this day they had to keep to the left of the road.

August 16 - Barak

Barak died in 1903 in Victoria.  he was the last of the Aboriginal Yarra-Yarra tribe.  Henry Kendall wrote a poem “The Last of His Tribe” about Barak.

August 18 - Andre Garnerin

Andre Jacques Garnerin died in Paris in 1823.  He was the inventor of the parachute.

August 19 - Famous Coach Driver

Australia’s most famous coach driver was born in Tasmania in 1833.  His name was Edward Devine, but most people called him “Cabbage Tree Ned”.  He drove the coach between Ballarat and Geelong, taking gold seekers to the goldfields.  Along the way he often had to cope with bushrangers.

August 20 - MacRobertson Chocolates

Macpherson Robertson died in 1945.  He had started making sweets at his parents’ home in Fitzroy, Victoria.  In 1880, when he was just 20 years old, he founded MacRobertson Chocolates - the company that first made Freddo Frogs and Cherry Ripes.  

August 21 - Stripper Harvester

Hugh Victor McKay was born in 1865.  He invented the stripper harvester, a machine that gathered, threshed and cleaned the wheat as it drove through the crop.  The original harvester is now in the Museum of Victoria.

August 22 - Cook at Possession Island

Captain Cook arrived at Possession Island in Torres Strait in 1770.  While there, he claimed the east coast of Australia for the King of England and called it New South Wales.

August 23 - Rower Across the Pacific

Peter Bird, the first person to row across the Pacific Ocean, left San Francisco in 1982.  He arrived at the Great Barrier Reef on June 14, 1983.  The 14 480km journey took 294 days.

August 24 - Antarctic

In 1936 the Australian Antarctic Territory Acceptance Act came into force.  It meant that Australia was responsible for the territory.

August 25 - Drive Around Australia

In 1925 Nevill Westwood and G L Davies, the first people to drive around Australia, left Perth in a Citroen.  The journey took 127 days and they arrived back in Perth on December 30.

August 26 - J. C. Williamson

J. C. Williamson was born in 1845.  he founded a theatrical company and brought many famous performers to Australia.

August 27 - Donald Bradman

National cricket hero Donald Bradman was born in 1908.  He was awarded the Order of Australia in 1979.

August 28 - AUSSAT

In 1985 AUSSAT 1 was launched from the space shuttle “Discovery”.  It was Australia’s first communication satellite.

August 29 - Michael Jackson

Michael Jackson was born in 1959.  

August 30 - Cadillac with 22 Wheels

In 1988 Kenji Kawamura purchased a new car.  it was a Cadillac with 22 wheels.  The car is called “The Hollywood Dream” and has room for 50 passengers.  It also has a swimming pool, a putting green, a satellite receiving dish, six telephones and a helicopter landing pad.

August 31 - Horseshoe Throwing

The very first Horseshoe Throwing Championships were held at Bundanoon in New South Wales in 1986.

September 2 - Sydney Herald

A daily newspaper called “The Sydney Herald” was published for the first time in 1840.

September 3 - Largest Hailstone

In 1970 the largest hailstone ever recorded fell in Kansas, USA.  Most hailstones are only the size of a pea.  This hailstone weighed 758 grams.

September 4 - Dawn Fraser

Swimmer Dawn Fraser was born in 1937.  She was the first woman in the world to swim 100 metres in less than one minute.  In 1965 she was appointed to the Swimming Hall of Fame.

September 5 - Four Armed Starfish

A starfish with four arms was found in a rock pool at Queenscliff, Sydney on this day in 1993.  Starfish usually have five arms, but if they lose one they can grow it back.  Sometimes a whole new starfish will even grow from the lost arm.

September 6 - Aboriginal Award

The first national award for Aboriginal Artist of the year was made in 1985.  Prime Minister Bob Hawke said: “We now recognise with pride that Aboriginal art is part of the oldest continuous culture in the world.  It is a living culture which can be traced back over 40 000 years.”

September 7 - Last Tasmanian Tiger

Australia’s last known thylacine (Tasmanian tiger) died in Mrs Roberts’ Zoo in Hobart in 1936.  The thylacine is a large striped marsupial that used to inhabit most of Tasmania.  Thousands were shot, trapped or poisoned and their skins used to make waistcoats for wealthy people in England.  There is a $100 000 reward for a sighting proving that the thylacine is not extinct.

September 8 - World Literacy Day

September 9 - Oldest Man

James Hull, Australia’s longest living man, died in 1961.  he was reported to be 111 years old.  He once said that he lived such a long life because he had never learned to dance.

September 10 - Katherine Gorge

Katherine Gorge (Nitmiluk) in the Northern Territory was handed over to the Jawoyn people in 1989.  The Jawoyn people were the traditional Aboriginal owners.  They leased the area back to the Northern Territory Government for use as a national park.

September 11 - Aerograms

Aerograms were first issued in Australia in 1944.

September 12 - First Passenger Steam Train

Australia’s first passenger steam train began operating in 1854.  it ran from Flinders Street, Melbourne, to Port Melbourne - a distance of four kilometres.

September 13 - First Drama Film

The first dramatic movie made in Australia had its premiere in Melbourne in 1900.  It was called “Soldiers of the Cross” and included dramatic segments such as the feeding of Christians to the lions.

September 14 - Oldest Cat

The oldest cat  in Australia died on this day in 1981.  Fluffy was 33 years old.

September 15 - Solo World Trip

In 1990 Kanga Birtles left Newport, Rhode Island, USA.  He arrived back again on April 30, 1991, completing the fastest solo circumnavigation of the world in a yacht by an Australian.

September 16 - First Commercial

The first television commercial in Australia was seen in 1956.  It was an advertisement for Vincents headache tablets and it went to air on the opening night of TCN 9 in Sydney.

September 17 - International Exhibition

Australia’s first International Exhibition opened at Sydney’s Botanic Gardens in 1879.  it displayed industrial and commercial products in the specially built ornate Garden Palace which burnt down in September 1882.

September 18 - Immigrant Voyage

The clipper “Marco Polo” arrived at Port Phillip in 1852.  On board were 930 government assisted immigrants.  Fifty-one children and two adults had died on the voyage.

September 19 - Earthquake

In 1985 an earthquake measuring 8.1 on the Richter scale ravaged Mexico City. There were 25 000 deaths.

September 20 - Republic Rally

A large rally in the Sydney Town Hal in 1976 called for Australia to become a republic.

September 21 - World Gratitude Day

September 22 - Fast Talking

In 1990 Stephen Woodmore spoke 595 words in 56.01 seconds on the English television show “Motor Mouth”.  That’s 637.38 words per minute.  Few people can speak at speeds above 300 words per minute and still be understood.

September 23 - Planet Neptune

In 1846 the planet Neptune was first seen through a telescope, although it had been “discovered” by mathematical calculations before this.

September 24 - Jim Henson

Jim Henson, the American who created the Muppets was born in 1936.  

September 25 - Truganini

It was reported in 1832 that the famous Aborigine Truganini had saved a man who was being chased by hostile Aborigines.  She had ferried him across a river on a log.

September 26 - America’s Cup

In 1983 Australia won the Americas Cup. It was the first time in 132 years that America had lost the cup.  The winning yacht was “Australia II”, skippered by John Bertrand.  After winning the race he said: “It was the greatest experience of my sailing career - probably my life.”

September 27 - Duel Fight

In 1851 Sir Thomas Mitchell and politician Stuart Donaldson fought a duel.  it was over accusations of overspending in the Surveyor General’s Department.

September 28 - First Cinema

Australia’s first cinema opened in Sydney in 1896.  It was called the Salon Lumiere.

September 30 - “Adolphe” Wreck

In 1904 the French barque “Adolphe” was wrecked on the northern breakwater at Newcastle. The ship was later built into the breakwater.

October 2 - Mahatma Gandhi

Mahatma Gandhi was born in 1869.  He was an Indian political and religious leader who helped free his country from English rule.  He strongly believed in passive resistance and would gather large groups of his followers to sit in peaceful protest.

October 3 - Australians on Mount Everest

In 1984 Tim Macartney-Snape and Greg Mortimer became the first Australians to climb Mount Everest.  They were the first in the world to ascend the north face without oxygen.

October 4 - World Animal Day

October 5 - Australia Circumnavigated

In 1990 David Beard arrived in Brisbane becoming the first person to circumnavigate Australia nonstop by yacht.  He had left on July 28.

October 6 - Kidnapping

In 1972 six schoolchildren and their teacher were kidnapped from Faraday State School in Victoria.  They escaped the next day when the kidnappers went to arrange the ransom.

October 7 - Hidden Side of the Moon

In 1959 the first photographs of the hidden side of the Moon were collected by USSR spacecraft “Lunar III”.

October 8 - Free Education Act

In 1906 the Free Education Act made primary education free in New South Wales.

October 9 - Missing Mace

In 1891 a new mace, presented to the Victorian Legislative Assembly by the House of Commons, disappeared.  It was never recovered.

October 10 - Volunteer Fire Company

In 1854 Sydney’s first volunteer fire company was set up.

October 11 - First University

Australia’s first university opened in Sydney in 1852.

October 12 - National Gallery

The Australian National Gallery in Canberra was officially opened in 1982.

October 13 - Doug MacLeod

The poet Doug MacLeod was born in 1959.  

October 14 - Miles Franklin

Miles Franklin was born in Talbingo, NSW in 1879.  Her famous book “My Brilliant Career” was published in 1901.  It was even made into a movie in 1979.

October 15 - Nuclear Tests

England exploded the first of two nuclear devices at Emu Field, Woomera, South Australia in 1953.

October 16 - World Food Day

This day was founded by the United Nations Organisation to call attention to the problem of world hunger and to encourage people to work towards overcoming it.

October 17 - Longest Serving Teacher

Australia’s longest serving teacher died in his classroom in 1975.  Christopher Carroll had been teaching for 55 years - and 50 years and 7 months of that was at the Melbourne school he finally died in.

October 18 - Surf Bathing Association

The NSW Surf Bathing Association was formed in 1907, with the first surf carnival taking place at Manly in 1908.

October 19 - Oldest Footwear Company

In 1979 the oldest footwear company in Australia won an Industrial Design Council of Australia award for a lumberjack safety boot. The company is the Tasmanian company called “Blundstone” which was founded by John Blundstone in 1870.

October 20 - Sydney Opera House Opened

In 1973 the Sydney Opera House was opened.  The Opera House was designed by Joern Utzon, a Danish architect.  Utzon based his design on an orange peel.

October 21 - Snowy Mountains Scheme

the Snowy Mountains Scheme was officially completed in 1972.  It was commenced in 1949.

October 22 - First Cable Message

Australia’s first cable message was received from London in 1872.

October 23 - Total Eclipse

In 1976 there was a total eclipse of the Sun in south-eastern Australia.  Day turned to night at about four in the afternoon.  It lasted for approximately three minutes, as the Moon passed between Earth and the Sun.

October 24 - United Nations Day

The UN Charter was signed in 1945.  An Australian, Dr. H. V. Evatt, helped to organise the formation of the United Nations.  Evatt also became the third President of the General Assembly.

October 25 - Funnel Web

In 1993 a huge funnel-web spider nest was discovered in a backyard in Frenchs Forest, Sydney.

October 26 - Squizzy Taylor

Squizzy Taylor was shot dead in a gunfight in 1927.  He was a notorious Australian gangster based in Melbourne.  His gang robbed banks and committed murders.

October 27 - Theodore Roosevelt

Former United States president Theodore Roosevelt was born in 1858.  A popular tale tells how the teddy bear was named after him.  While on a hunting trip he refused to shoot a bear cub that wandered into the campsite.  A toy maker heard about the episode and hung a sign saying “Teddy’s Bear” around a toy bear’s neck. when people saw the bear in his toy shop window they all wanted to buy it.

October 28 - Conscription Vote

In 1916 the Australian people voted for or against conscription.  Its introduction into Australia was defeated by a narrow margin.

October 29 - 3-D movies

In 1983 Channel 10 in Sydney screened 3-D movies for the first time on Australian television.

October 30 - Jean Shrimpton’s Mini

Model Jean Shrimpton shocked Australia in 1965.  At the Victorian Derby she wore a dress that finished 10cm above her knees.  And she didn’t wear a hat or gloves.

October 31 - Halloween

Halloween is mainly celebrated in USA, Ireland and Scotland.  It celebrates the eve of All Saints’ Day.  Children dress in funny costumes and go “trick or treating” at friends’ or neighbours’ homes.

November 1 - Convict Escape

In 1791 a group of one female and twenty male convicts escaped from Parramatta. They were going to walk to China.

November 2 - QANTAS

In 1922 QANTAS started the first regular service between Charleville and Cloncurry in Queensland.  QANTAS had been established in 1920.  It is the oldest airline in the English-speaking world.

November 3 - Earl of Sandwich

John Montague, fourth Earl of Sandwich, was born in 1718.  The sandwich is reputed to be named after him because he ate slices of bread and meat while he played cards.

November 4 - Land Rights

In 1981 the Pitjantjatjara people were granted land rights in South Australia.

November 5 - Liver Transplant

Twenty-two month old Samantha Porthouse received an adult liver in an operation at Camperdown Children’s Hospital in Sydney in 1986.  The liver had to be trimmed down to fit her small body.  It was the first time such an operation had been performed in Australia.

November 6 - Christmas Stamps

Special Christmas postage stamps were issued for the first time in Australia in 1957.  

November 7 - Marie Curie

Marie Curie was born in Poland in 1867.  She was the first person to win two Nobel prizes.

November 8 - Kingsford Smith

In 1935 Charles Kingsford Smith disappeared in the Bay of Bengal while on a flight from England to Australia in the “Lady Southern Cross”.

November 9 - Highest Dam

Australia’s highest dam opened in 1979. Dartmouth Dam on the Mitta Mitta River in Victoria is 180 metres high.  it took six years to build and cost $140 million. It was designed to hold back four million megalitres of water.

November 10 - Whaling Expedition

The ships “Britannia” and “William and Ann” arrived back in Port Jackson in 1791.  They had been on their first whaling expedition.  Whaling continued in Australia until 1978, when an inquiry recommended that Australia stop its whaling operations and oppose whaling elsewhere in the world.

November 11 - Remembrance Day

At 11am in 1918 fighting stopped in World War I.  At first, the day was used to honour the men and women of World War I, and people observed two minutes of silence at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.  Now we use the day to remember the men and women who have fought in all wars.

November 12 - Pioneer Kiting

In 1894 Australian pioneer aeronaut Lawrence Hargrave was lifted 4.87m off the ground by four large box kites.

November 13 - First Lighthouse
In 1818 Governor Macquarie’s Lighthouse on Sydney’s South Head was turned on.  It was the first operational beacon in Australia.

November 14 - Compulsory Voting

A federal election was held in 1925.  It was the first time that voting was compulsory.

November 16 - World Solar Challenge

The World Solar Challenge was won in 1990 by “Spirit of Biel” from Switzerland.  Thirty-six cars from nine countries had left Darwin on November 11, heading for Adelaide.  The solar cells on the “Spirit of Biel” were developed by Martin Green at the University of New South Wales.  Observers describe the car as a giant pink and blue cockroach.

November 17 - Giant conch Shell

In 1982 a giant conch shell was found on Manly Beach. The conch shell is sometimes called a trumpet or triton shell.

November 18 - Uniform Rules

In 1986 the New South Wales Education Department ruled that schools could not penalise students who did not wear uniforms.

November 19 - Driving Test

In 1984 a male candidate had the shortest driving test in Australia.  He was failed in one second when he moved off and collided with the examiner’s car.

November 20 - First Overseas Telegram

Australia received its first overseas telegram in 1871.  The message had been sent by captain Robert Halpin and read, “Advance Australia Fair”.  The song “Advance Australia Fair’ was written by the Scottish writer Peter Dodds McCormick and was first performed in Sydney in 1878.  It was proclaimed as Australia’s national song in 1977 and as our official national anthem in 1984.

November 21 - Clearing Mangroves

In 1864 John Melton Black recorded that he was hard at work clearing away a belt of mangroves from a port that was later to become Townsville, Queensland.  Pioneers thought that the removal of mangroves was an urgent task.  We now know that mangroves are an important part of the environment.

November 22 - Melbourne Olympics

The XVI Olympic games opened in Melbourne in 1956.  It was the first time that the Olympic games had been held in the Southern Hemisphere. Australia won thirteen gold, eight silver and fourteen bronze medals.

November 23 - Start of Radio

The broadcast of a concert marked the official start of radio in 1923.  

November 24 - ANZAC Memorial

The ANZAC memorial was unveiled in Hyde Park, Sydney in 1934

November 26 - Tutankhamen’s Tomb

In 1922 archaeologist Howard Carter found the treasure filled tomb of King Tutankhamen.

November 27 - May Gibbs

May Gibbs died in 1969.  

November 28 - Dog on the Tuckerbox

A statue of “The Dog on the Tuckerbox” was unveiled by Prime Minister Joe Lyons in 1932.  The statue was in honour of the pioneers of Australia.

November 29 - Satellite Launch

In 1967 Australia became the fourth nation to launch a satellite.  The WRESAT rocket was launched from the Woomera rocket range in South Australia. The rocket orbited Earth 642 times.  It flamed out over the North Atlantic Ocean in the following year.
November 30 - Arone Raymond Meeks

The Aboriginal artist Arone Raymond Meeks was born in 1957.  

December 2 - Shipwreck “Georgette”

In 1876, sixteen year old Grace Bussel repeatedly rode her horse into the surf to rescue survivors of the ship “Georgette” wrecked near Cape Leeuwin in Western Australia. She received the first silver medal of the Royal Humane Society of Australasia.

December 3 - Eureka Stockade

The military and the police attacked the Eureka Stockade at Ballarat in 1854.  Five troopers and at least thirty-five miners were killed.

December 5 - First Woolworths

Australia’s first Woolworths store was opened in the Imperial Arcade in Sydney in 1924 - just in time for the Christmas rush.  It was opened by H. P. Christmas.

