Helloooo teachers,

To help with your book ordering, here’s a 
list of writing material guidelines for each grade.

Source:  ‘The Teaching of Handwriting’ – Education Department of Victoria
Standardised Writing Implements

Children should use standardised ‘adult’ writing implements for handwriting.  There is no need to give young children large-barrelled writing implements.  All children should be given the opportunity to use a wide variety of writing implements.  Young children need guidance, but should have the opportunity to experiment.

	Writing Implements
	Paper

	Prep

Thin barrelled crayons

B and 2B standardised pencils. (B and 2B are highly recommended for use as the lead is fairly soft.  It is a good idea to have as many pencils as there are children so that resharpening can be done at convenient times)

Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens

Years One and Two

B and 2B standardised pencils

Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens

Year Three

B, 2B and HB standardised pencils

Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens

Introduction to the ball-point pen

Year Four
As above with the addition of ball pint pens, roller-point pens, felt-tipped pens and nylon tipped pens

Years Five and Six
As above with the addition of fountain pens, calligraphy pens and good quality ball-point pens
	Prep

It is preferable to have Prep children use blank paper for most of the year, introducing them late in the year to lined paper divided into thirds.  

A4 sheets

24 mm dotted thirds
Year One

Lined paper.  A4 sheets

24 mm dotted thirds

Years Two and Three

Lined paper. A4 sheets and exercise books.

18 mm dotted thirds

Year Four

Introduce children to 14mm exercise books.  Dotted thirds may still be useful for some children

Years Five and Six

Introduce children to 8 or 9mm exercise books.  It is preferable not to have children using dotted thirds


