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 Benchmark Assessment Summaries
~ Grade 3 & 4 MD ~ 
2017
	Name:
	
	Grade:
	
	Date:
	
	Teacher:
	


	Title
	Level
	Fiction / Non Fiction
	Accuracy %
	Comprension Score
	Easy / Instructional / Hard
	Self Corrections
	Fluency
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Thinking Within the Text

Solving Words – using a range of strategies to take words apart and understand what words mean
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Solve words using a wide range of efficient, flexible actions
	
	
	
	

	Engage in sound analysis of words, left to right
	
	
	
	

	Recognise known words quickly
	
	
	
	

	Partially sound words and complete the solving using language and meaning
	
	
	
	

	Analyse words quickly by attending to critical features
	
	
	
	

	Analyse words from left to right, using letters, letter clusters, syllables, or other word parts
	
	
	
	

	Use text meaning, language and visual information to support word solving
	
	
	
	

	Use what is known about other words to solve unfamiliar words
	
	
	
	

	Take words apart efficiently while reading continuous text
	
	
	
	

	Use base or root words, prefixes and suffixes to take apart longer, unfamiliar words
	
	
	
	

	Use letter/sound relationships and visual information in connection with meaning and language
	
	
	
	

	Use language and meaning to understand individual words
	
	
	
	

	Use meaningful parts of words (eg. roots, inflectional endings) to understand individual words
	
	
	
	

	Perform all word-solving actions efficiently while understanding the meaning of the text
	
	
	
	


Monitoring and Correcting – checking whether reading sounds right, looks right and makes sense and working to solve problems

	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Check on themselves consistently while reading
	
	
	
	

	Know when reading makes sense and when they don’t understand
	
	
	
	

	Use prior knowledge to notice whether reading makes sense, sounds right, and looks right
	
	
	
	

	Notice errors and work at correcting them while reading
	
	
	
	

	Work at fixing attempts that don’t fit with the language, meaning or print
	
	
	
	

	Notice whether reading makes sense in the context of the text or whether their own understanding fit with what is being read
	
	
	
	

	Stop, think and search back or forward in the text to ensure correct understanding
	
	
	
	

	Notice when words make sense or sound right but don’t look right
	
	
	
	

	Notice and use a range of punctuation or other textual features to check on or correct reading
	
	
	
	

	Self-correct when essential for understanding or reading out loud
	
	
	
	

	Use multiple sources of information to check on and correct reading
	
	
	
	


Searching For and Using Information – searching for and using all kinds of information in a text
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and locate important information
	
	
	
	

	Actively search for important information
	
	
	
	

	Grasp the literal meaning of the text
	
	
	
	

	Follow important events and characters
	
	
	
	

	Select important facts and weave them together
	
	
	
	

	Ask questions for which they want answers
	
	
	
	

	Select information from narrative and expository texts
	
	
	
	

	Use text structure to gain important information
	
	
	
	

	Notice a variety of ways writers present information
	
	
	
	

	Reading the precise visual information to gain the exact meaning of the text
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and use print features (punctuation, italics, headings) graphic features (diagrams, photographs, illustrations) and text tools (index, glossary, table of contents) to identify information
	
	
	
	


Summarizing – putting together and remembering important information and disregarding irrelevant information while reading
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Accumulate and organize information extracted from a text
	
	
	
	

	Select important information after reading and bring it together in a concise report
	
	
	
	

	Remember and discuss important ideas, events, details or other information related to comprehending the whole text
	
	
	
	

	Distinguish between remembering/retelling all the details of a text and constructing a more selective account that serves as a brief report of important information
	
	
	
	

	Put together text information in order to engage in ongoing interpretation
	
	
	
	

	Put together what has been read while continuing to process the text
	
	
	
	


Maintaining Fluency – integrating sources of information in a smoothly operating process that results in expressive, phrased reading
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Recognise words rapidly and take apart unfamiliar words efficiently, automatically and quickly
	
	
	
	

	Engage processing actions at a good rate (in oral reading, not too slow and not too fast)
	
	
	
	

	Anticipate meaning and syntax
	
	
	
	

	Notice and use phrases as meaning units
	
	
	
	

	Use a rising and falling voice (intonation) to interpret the text
	
	
	
	

	Use appropriate stress on words to covey meaning
	
	
	
	

	Notice punctuation and use it (pausing appropriately) to produce accurate phrasing
	
	
	
	

	Slow down to problem-solve when needed but speed up for smooth expressive processing
	
	
	
	

	Process all sources of information in a smooth orchestrated way
	
	
	
	


Adjusting – reading in different ways as appropriate to the purpose for reading the type of text

	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident
	
	
	
	

	Adapt reading for different genres and purposes
	
	
	
	

	Vary rate and intonation as appropriate to text, audience, and purpose
	
	
	
	

	Vary speed to accommodate problem solving
	
	
	
	

	Skim or scan a text to search for particular information and slow down to examine some sections of a text in detail
	
	
	
	

	Read some texts slowly, searching for and remembering important information
	
	
	
	

	Scan for particular information as appropriate
	
	
	
	

	Reread texts or parts of a text to confirm understanding
	
	
	
	

	Read sections of a text as appropriate
	
	
	
	


Thinking Beyond the Text

Predicting – Using what is known to think about what will follow while reading continuous text
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Generate expectations based on genre, author, illustrator or topic
	
	
	
	

	Parse the text into meaningful syntactic units that reduce the attention needed to decode words and allow the reader to determine meaning
	
	
	
	

	Use knowledge of language syntax and meaning to propel reading forward
	
	
	
	

	Use language redundancy to read words efficiently
	
	
	
	

	Use meaning.  Use prior knowledge to anticipate text content before reading, attend to content while reading and syntax to anticipate and predict, making processing more efficient
	
	
	
	

	Use knowledge of characters, plot, setting or theme to anticipate what will happen next
	
	
	
	

	Given the topic or organization, anticipate kinds of information in the text
	
	
	
	


Making Connections; Personal, World, Text – searching for and using connections to knowledge gained through personal experiences, learning about the world and reading
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Bring background knowledge to the reading of the text
	
	
	
	

	Interpret texts using personal experiences and knowledge of the world.
	
	
	
	

	Connect the topic, characters, plot and setting to the personal experience, knowledge of world
	
	
	
	

	Make connections between and among texts, noticing the similarities and differences
	
	
	
	

	Relate words to visual images
	
	
	
	

	Relate feelings and emotions to the meaning in the text
	
	
	
	

	Search for relationships among texts using a wide range of criteria – the same genre, author, illustrator, topic, theme, issue, setting, historical period, character, culture ethnic, or age group
	
	
	
	


Inferring - going beyond the literal meaning of a text to think about what is not stated but is implied by the writer
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Understand what is not stated but is implied in the text (print and illustrations)
	
	
	
	

	Make conclusions that are not stated but are based on information found in the text or illustrations
	
	
	
	

	Make judgments about characters, events, theme or plot that have not been explicitly stated
	
	
	
	

	Think about the deeper meanings in the text
	
	
	
	

	Use background knowledge and information from the text to form theories about the significance of events
	
	
	
	

	Develop theories that explain characters’ motives or events
	
	
	
	

	Recognise symbolism and use it to interpret the text
	
	
	
	

	Develop empathy for characters
	
	
	
	


Synthesising – putting together information from the text and from the reader’s own background knowledge in order to create new understandings

	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Develop new understandings from reading a text
	
	
	
	

	Add new information to existing personal, environmental and literacy knowledge
	
	
	
	

	Integrate new information into existing personal, environmental and literary knowledge
	
	
	
	

	Reorganise personal, environmental, and literary knowledge based on new information
	
	
	
	

	Think about what the text really means
	
	
	
	

	Think about how the text fits or doesn’t fit with what is known
	
	
	
	

	Deepen understanding of topics, concepts, or ideas by integrating new knowledge with prior knowledge
	
	
	
	

	Expand personal understanding by incorporating experiences lived vicariously through texts
	
	
	
	


Thinking About the Text

Analysing – Examining elements of a text to know more about how it is constructed and noticing aspects of the writer’s craft
	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Examine a fictional or informational text closely, to better understand its elements and how it is constructed
	
	
	
	

	Discover how writers craft meaning for readers
	
	
	
	

	Understand how a text ‘works’
	
	
	
	

	Understand how texts are organized to provide important information
	
	
	
	

	Understand how language is used in a text to convey meaning and emotions
	
	
	
	

	Recognise various genres and their characteristics
	
	
	
	

	Support thinking with textual evidence from personal experiences
	
	
	
	

	Notice how word choice conveys particular meanings
	
	
	
	

	Examine illustrations or other graphic features and how they evoke aesthetic responses and convey meaning
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and use graphic features of texts (such as maps and charts) to increase understanding
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and use literary features to expand understanding
	
	
	
	

	Examine the whole text to determine how illustrations, text and format communicate meaning in an integrated way
	
	
	
	


Critiquing – Evaluating a text based on the reader’s personal, world, or text knowledge and thinking critically about the ideas in it

	C = Consistently   P = Partially N = Not Evident                     Dates:
	
	
	
	

	Make judgments about a text
	
	
	
	

	Reflect on and evaluate a text
	
	
	
	

	Consider thoughtfully the strengths and weaknesses of every aspect of a text
	
	
	
	

	Use information from a text to think about social issues, world issues, human problems
	
	
	
	

	Assess whether a text is consistent with what is known through life experiences
	
	
	
	

	Judge whether a text is authentic in terms of plot, setting or characters
	
	
	
	

	Judge whether a text provides accurate information
	
	
	
	

	Judge the qualifications of a writer to produce an authentic fiction or nonfiction text
	
	
	
	

	Examine and discover gender, racial, cultural, religious or age bias in a text
	
	
	
	

	Appreciate the aesthetic qualities of a text
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the completeness of a text
	
	
	
	

	Judge the writer’s perspective
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the effectiveness of a text
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