Inquiry Unit Planner

‘London Olympics 2012’

	AusVELS Level:
	5/6
	Year Levels:
	5/6
	Term:
	Three
	Year:
	2012
	Duration:
	4 weeks


	Big Idea and Throughline

	Community – Each of us are members of communities.  Communities are formed by shared values, democratic decision making, mutual support and celebration, recognizing and upholding individual and group rights and responsibilities, and the contributions of everyone working collectively for the good of all.


	Understandings and Focus Questions

	· What are the Olympic Games and why are they such a historical world event?
· What are the traditions and history of the Olympic Games?

· What values are upheld by the Olympic Games?
	By engaging in sporting events, countries can share experiences and build friendships.
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	AusVELS Standards

	Communication
Listening, Viewing and Responding

At Level 6, students ask clarifying questions about ideas and information they listen to and view. They develop interpretations of the content and provide reasons for them. They explain why peers may develop alternative interpretations. They describe the purpose of a range of communication strategies, including non-verbal strategies, and evaluate their effectiveness for different audiences.

Presenting
At Level 6, students summarise and organise ideas and information, logically and clearly in a range of presentations. They identify the features of an effective presentation and adapt elements of their own presentations to reflect them. Using provided criteria, they evaluate the effectiveness of their own and others’ presentations.
Personal Learning
The Individual Learner

At Level 6, students identify, with support, their preferred learning styles and use strategies that promote learning. They monitor and describe progress in their learning and demonstrate learning habits that address their individual needs. They seek and respond to teacher feedback to develop their content knowledge and understanding. They identify and explain how different perspectives and attitudes can affect learning. They negotiate learning improvement goals and justify the choices they make about their own learning. Students actively develop, monitor and refine protocols that create a positive learning environment in the classroom.

Managing Personal Learning

At Level 6, students develop and implement plans to complete short-term and long-term tasks within timeframes set by the teacher, utilising appropriate resources. They undertake some set tasks independently, identifying stages for completion. They describe task progress and achievements, suggesting how outcomes may have been improved. They persist when experiencing difficulty with learning tasks. They seek and use learning support when needed from peers, teachers and other adults. They practise positive self talk. They demonstrate a positive attitude to learning within and outside the classroom.


	IMMERSION
	Tuning In

What activities might stimulate the students’ interests and emotions in exploring the targeted understandings? What might motivate and challenge students?
	Learning Experiences 

 including ICT Opportunities, Strategies and Resources

	
	· 
	· Room display 

·  ‘The Starting Line’ assessment – what I already know about the Olympic Games

· Tuning in powerpoint 
· Using daily newspapers to tune in to Olympic News
· Use ‘Behind the News’ for tuning in

	GATHERING
	Preparing to Find Out

What do the students already know about this topic? What questions do they have in relation to the topic?


	· Making choices about what area students wish to focus on for their inquiry:
· Traditions of the Olympics

· Sports of the Olympics

· Athletes of the Olympics

· Students split into pairs and are randomly allocated two countries of the world (besides Australia) to watch out for during the Olympics = ‘Team Challenge’



	GATHERING
	Finding Out

What experiences can we provide to assist students to gather new information about the topic? What activities will assist students to achieve the intended outcomes?
	PROCESSING
	Sorting Out

What activities will help students to process and represent this new information?



	
	Inquiry:
· Traditions of the Olympics eg. flag, torch, Ancient Olympics, ceremonies, Olympics of the past, Paralympics
· Sports of the Olympics eg. tennis, basketball, athletics, swimming, gymnastics – the history, the rules, the champions
· Athletes of the Olympics - students may choose athletes from individual sports only (so no LeBron overload), paralympicans, past or present athletes could be chosen
Team Challenge:

Students given a flag and a country name.  Must find name of country for flag and flag for the other country.  
	
	Inquiry process:
· Formulating a ‘fat question’

· Dot point note taking on a graphic organizer

· Composing paragraphs

· Choosing presentation method and designing a storyboard for presentation planning

· Presentation preparation

· Sharing with others

· Feedback and assessment
Team Challenge:

Create poster for display with information about these two countries.  




	PROCESSING
	Reflecting and Evaluating

What are the feelings, values and attitudes associated with student learning so far? What thinking tools can we use to extend students thinking in relation to their learning so far?


	Learning Experiences including ICT Opportunities,

 Strategies and Resources

	
	
	Discussion groups:

· What are the Olympic Games and why are they such a historical world event?

· What are the traditions and history of the Olympic Games?

· What values are upheld by the Olympic Games?
Mini PMI debates about Olympic talking points:  issues such as drugs in sport; professional vs amateur sports; what events make it to the Olympics / which miss out, etc

	COMMUINICATING
	Going Further

What are the things that students are still wondering about? What activities will extend understanding of the topic? 
	· Students decide personal directions after first inquiry
Team Challenge: 

· Students must find out how their allocated countries are ruled, what form of governments they have – this will link to next unit ‘Law and Order’ where students study how Australia is governed.
· myclasses property on Olympics


	
	Taking Action

How can students make links with their learning to the real world ( home, school, community, wider community)
	Homework tasks:
· Writing letters to athletes

· Everyday analysis of games events using websites, tv, radio and newspapers  (students have access to multiple copies of Geelong Advertiser each day of the Olympics)




Assessment

	Assessment for Learning - undertaken to ascertain student’s prior knowledge, perceptions & misconceptions.  The evidence gathered through this assessment is used to inform teaching and planning. (Formative)

	· ‘The Starting Line’ assessment – what I already know about the Olympic Games

	Assessment as Learning - focuses on ongoing constructive feedback and on developing the student’s capacity to self assess and reflect on their learning - to improve their future learning and understanding. (On-going)

	· Self assessment section of inquiry rubric

	Assessment of Learning - makes judgements about what the student has learned in relation to the teaching and learning goals.  It should be comprehensive and reflect the learning growth over the period assessed. (Summative)

	· Inquiry assessment rubric
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